iig      THE VILLAGE IN THE JUNGLE
of their party stood behind them. Silindu, weak and
dejected though he was, for the first time for sev-
eral days seemed to take some interest in what was
passing. It had been arranged that Babun should
explain the case to the sanyasi.
"Will you tell the holy man," he said to the in-
terpreter, "that we are poor folk and ask pardon
of him? This man is my wife's father, a hunter, a
very poor man. There is also a yakka who lives
in the banian-trees in the jungle over there" (Babun
made a sweep with his arm towards the west).
"This yakka has entered this man, and his life is
going from him. Why has the yakka entered the
man? There is another man in the village; that
man is skilled in charms and magic, and is angry
with this man. Therefore, he charmed the devil to
do this. Well, then, when this had happened, the
woman went to him and prayed him to charm the
devil away again. Then he said, Take your brother
to Beragama, and pray to the god there at the great
festival.' So we walked and walked to this place
with the sick man, and we went in the perahera
and called to the god. But the god does not hear
us, and the man's life is going from him. Then
the woman went again to the man, for he too is here,
and told him. He said, 'I can do nothing; take the
man to the holy man who sits under the banian-tree,